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GREECE 

HORIZONTAL MEASURES 

KEY ELEMENTS ASSESSMENT 

FIGHTING DISCRIMINATION AND ANTI-GYPSYISM, PROTECTION OF ROMA CHILDREN AND WOMEN.  

Fighting stereotypes and prejudices through promoting culture (films, 
stories), project ‘With Roma at the Museum’. Protection of Roma women 
and children addressed under the mainstream measures. 
 

The effective practical enforcement of antidiscrimination legislation 
needs to be ensured. Many of the Greek citizens of Roma origin lack 
civil registration. This creates barriers to enjoyment of their basic civil 
rights. The same applies to Roma children. These issues need to be 
urgently addressed. Desegregation measures, in the areas of 
education and housing, should be properly implemented and 
accompanied by awareness-raising activities and appropriate training. 
Activities aimed at fighting stereotyping media coverage, prejudices 
against Roma as well as legal measures aimed at a correct 
criminalisation of  anti-Roma rhetoric and hate speech should be 
taken. 
Sensitising cultural competence measures and training on anti-
discrimination legislation need to be provided to civil servants, police 
officers and other service providers. Support for multiple 
disadvantaged Roma women and Roma children, should also be 
strengthened within the Greek child protection system. Further work 
with families should continue.  

POVERTY REDUCTION 

Support structures for vulnerable groups, including Roma It is important to ensure that the services reach the most vulnerable. 
It is also important to ensure complementarity of interventions and 
monitoring of impact. To this end mapping as a precondition for 
better targeting of interventions should be put in place.  

 

POLICY AREAS 

KEY ELEMENTS ASSESSMENT 

EDUCATION 

Mainstream inclusion measures such as combatting early school 
leaving, fighting low-achievement, and developing educational and 
training structures. Focus on early childhood education and care as well 
as enrolment of children in primary schools. Policy incentives such as 
tax benefits provided to low income parents. Specific Roma education 
programmes supervised by the Aristotle University, Thessaloniki and the 
National & Kapodistrian University of Athens 

Systematic measures are needed to reinforce inclusion of Roma 
children in all levels of education, including early childhood education 
and care, preschool and primary education. Proper monitoring of 
participation levels as well as early school leaving and low-
achievement is necessary with provision of support measures where 
needed. Desegregation measures need to be put in place. Vocational 
education and training should be prioritised. 
 

EMPLOYMENT 

Mainstream measures, as well as targeted projects to improve Roma’ 
employment opportunities through counselling, continuation of ‘Support 
Centres for Roma and other vulnerable groups’), seasonal jobs. 

Integrated interventions are needed to facilitate the access of Roma 
to the formal labour market and to fight undeclared work, under 
which most Roma fall under. Promoting Roma entrepreneurship 
should be prioritised.  Attention is needed to fight discriminatory 
practices in the labour market. 

HEALTHCARE 

Continuation of ‘Support Centres for Roma and other vulnerable groups’ 
providing first degree health services, counselling services, vaccinations. 

Greater focus in ensuring health insurance coverage is needed. This 
issue is partly linked to the lack of Roma registration. Tackling health 
inequalities of Roma, in particular in the most deprived areas should 
be prioritised, in addition to improving local accessibility of health 
services in these regions. Further attention should be paid to Roma 
women and children.  
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 The health mediators (also of Roma origin) should assist in this 
process and therefore their role should be reinforced. Awareness-
raising activities targeting both the healthcare professionals and the 
Roma community should also be put in place. 

HOUSING 

Investments in improving living conditions and basic infrastructure in the 
Regions of Thessaly and Eastern Macedonia and Thrace. 

Housing interventions should be part of an integrated approach with the 
long-term objective of desegregation. Relocation of Roma settlements 
and evictions should be accompanied by adequate measures, including 
offering adequate alternative housing. Engagement of local actor with 
the representatives of Roma communities in this process is of crucial 
importance.  

STRUCTURAL MEASURES 

KEY ELEMENTS ASSESSMENT 

COOPERATION AND COORDINATION 
(NRCP, civil and local actors, equality bodies, transnational cooperation) 

NRCP coordination role with regions, line ministries and Roma 
representatives. 
Cooperation between the NRCP and the Equality Body established. 
 

Effective, transparent coordination mechanism among all stakeholders 
should be promoted. The NRCP should play a stronger role in this 
process. Its visibility towards regions as well as to civil society 
organisations is crucial. This process should be facilitated through the 
National Roma Platform. Significant barriers such as lack of capacity, 
sustainable funding of civil society and local authorities to implement 
integrated sustainable measures should be addressed. 

MONITORING 

The monitoring mechanism is designed but not yet fully operational. 
The mapping exercise is completed. 
 
Having a robust monitoring framework in place to evaluate the impact 
of Roma integration actions is a requirement under the 2014-2020 
ESIF. 

The mechanism should become fully operational to monitor the impact 
of the measures. To this end the results of the mapping exercise shall 
be used to better target the interventions 

FUNDING 

For the period 2014-2020 period a total of €1.3 bio (approx. €239 mio 
ERDF, €787 mio ESF and €300 mio EAFRD) has been allocated to 
promoting social inclusion, combating poverty and discrimination, 
targeting actions to the socially disadvantaged (including, but not 
limited to Roma). 
Roma are explicitly but not exclusively targeted under the regional 
programmes when it comes to social inclusion, education and 
employment measures. Greece selected the new Roma-specific 
investment priority (explicitly targeting Roma) with a total allocation of 
€73 mio. 

Fragmented and scattered projects proved to have no impact. 
Therefore, it is necessary to use funding to develop integrated policy 
measures, and their effective and sustainable implementation. 
Monitoring is a crucial part of this process. 
 

SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS 

The situation remains almost unchanged. No new measures following the Recommendation or new initiatives have been taken since 2014 in order 
to translate the strategy into concrete actions which would lead to the improvement of the situation of Roma. Interventions are limited and 
fragmented, bringing no sustainable results. The situation in all areas is deterioriating. Systematic, long-term policies carried out within an 
integrated approach, effective use of available funding, monitoring and evaluation of the impact, efficient coordination between national and local 
level, involvement and constructive dialogue with Roma civil society  are crucial to move the process of Roma integration forward.  

 

  


